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Thessaloniki

(Population statistics: 1.104.460 as of 2011)

History of Thessaloniki

Ancient Years 315 B.C.

From archaeological excavations that have been made
occasionally, it comes up that the wider area of
Thessalonica had been lived at least 5.000 years
before (3.000 B.C). Discoveries of human settlements
were found on artificial hills that surround
Thessalonica. Other official archaeological discoveries
show that in the same region existed settlements from the Era of Iron (1.000
B.C.) and in particular they continued to exist up to the 5th and 4th B.C. century.
Thus, in the natural harbour of Thermaikos, there early appeared an intense
built-up activity with the creation of many small cities, between which the main
was Thermi. This built-up activity coincides with the growth of the
Macedonians' dynasty, that from the mountains of Macedonia and the plains
round the rivers (Upper) Aliakmona, Axio and Erigona, were promoted to the
coastline of Thermaikos, especially in the years of the king of Macedonia Aminta
A' (520-500 B.C.). Previously and from the 7th B.C. century, in the area of
Macedonia and particularly in Chalkidiki and in the Thermaikos, there had been
created a series of cities-colonies from the Greeks of the south, mainly from
the cities of Chalkida, Eretria, Corinthos and Athens.

Ancient Years 168 B.C.
In 334 B.C., the son of Philippos, Alexandros the Big, king of
Macedonia and undeniable sovereign of all Greece will make
his big expedition against the Persians of M. Asia. In 323
B.C., he will die in Varvilona. Kassandros did not go to the
big expedition in the M. Asia, but he remained in Macedonia.
Later, after the assembly of "Successors" in Syria (321
B.C.), Kassandros became chiliarch of the Macedonian
cavalry in Asia. When Antipatros died (319 B.C.) Kassandros
turned against the new souvereign. However in the battle of
Pidnas, Kassandros defeated Olympiada and condemned her to death. His action
however created big reactions in Macedonia, where the achievements of Big
Alexandros, son of Olympiada, had already become a legend with epic
dimensions. Under this reality, in order to appear likeable in the Macedonian
aristocracy, Kassandros founded Thessalonica.
Byzantine Years 395 A.D.
When the Roman empire began to decline,
Thessalonica became the base of operations of Big
Konstantinos. In 324 A.D. Konstantinos was installed
with his big army of 120.000 men in the city, after he
manufactured a new big harbour. After he prevailed
in the war, M. Konstantinos as an autocrat, with
Christianity as an official religion , founded in the old
colony of Megareon Byzantium (in Propontida) the new capital of the Romanian
state, Istamboul, or New Rome. From then on Istamboul and Thessalonica will
constitute the main poles of growth of the Byzantine empire for a period of
over 1.000 years.
Turkish domination 1430

The Turks exploiting the weakness of the Byzantine
state and the oppositions between the Balkan
populations, gradually entered the area of Macedonia
and Balkan and surrounded Thessalonica. The city,
after a lot of adventures was conquered by the Turks
of Mourat A' (1387), and escaped from its dictators
in 1403. When the Turkish threat became dangerous later again, the despot of
Thessalonica Andronikos and the sovereigns of Thessalonica granted the city to
the Venetians (1423) with terms that aimed at its salvation. However it quickly
developed in a new dictatorship. On March 1430, Thessalonica after a siege fell
almost in the hands of Turks of Mourat B', in order to begin a period of longlasting work and callous oppression. The Turks destroyed almost the entire city.
Thessalonica was depopulated by its residents, while thousands of captives, were
led in the slave bargains of the east. The main Byzantine temples of the city
were converted in "mosques".
The Liberation of 1912

On 26 October 1912, Thessalonica was released
from the Greek army, 20 days after the
declaration of the A' Balkan war. From 1912, the
city grew and changed. Its port lost its old glamour
and its role as an important transit centre of
Balkan was limited considerably. The arrival of
refugees from Mikra Asia, Pontos and Eastern Thraki gave a new impulse in its

economy, new industrial and craft-based sectors were created, while others
declined. The economy of the city adapted to new data. However the city
continues to be a live centre, central point of Northern Greece with its two
universities , the International exhibition, the museums (Archaeological ,
Byzantine, Folklore, etc.), the various institutions, the places of amusement and
recreation, etc.
Today
However, we should consider as more important the social developments in
postwar Thessalonica. Firstly, the progressive rise in the standard of living and
the enlargement of middle layers limited drastically the social turbulences that
the city had met during the Interwar. In this period was also completed the
transformation of the social web of Thessalonica. So the old discriminations
between the local and the refugees (prewar and postwar) were nullified.
This development also appears in the urban picture
of Thessalonica: The nomination of Thessalonica as
"cultural capital of Europe" in 1997 constituted a
recognition of the cultural activities that are
already carried out in the Macedonian capital, but
also of the prospects of growth that its
intellectual and artistic forces present. In
addition, Thessalonica tries to maintain its own rythms in cultural activities.
These tendencies also have their positive consequences: They contribute to the
creation of a climate in the city, that opposes to conservatism and enhances the
renewal of social models and intellectual and cultural orientations.
The Aristotelian University, that had begun in the
1926 with only 65 students, had in 1960 9.000, in
1970 28.000, in 1976 37.000 and today has above
60.000. The city also obtained a second Institution
of Higher Education, the University of Macedonia,
which possesses for years many libraries, various
and appreciable intellectual and cultural centres,
museums, arts galleries, theatres, and symphonic orchestras.

Historical Monuments

Αrchaeologic - White Tower

White Tower is a fortification tower of the 15th century,
which was used afterwards as a lodging of the guard of
Janissaries and as a prison.. It was built in the place of a
preexisting Byzantine tower, that connected the Eastern
department of the fortification of Thessaloniki that is
saved until today, with the marine, which was demolished in
1866. The report includes sculptures, murals, mosaic
floorings, wall mosaics, icons, currencies, signs, glassworks
and metalworkings.

The walls of Thessaloniki
The walls of Thessaloniki shaped a rectangle with two
vertical to the sea sides and two parallel. They had
height, on average, 10-12 m. and 8 about kilometres
expansion. The two walls aimed to create lines of
defence against the invaders, while outside them, for a
big period, existed a ditch that was filled with marine water and had wooden
bridges that were destroyed during the belligerent periods.

Ancient Market

Central point in the city of Thessaloniki was the Ancient
Market in both Hellenistic and Roman season.
Particularly in the years of Romans, the Market
constituted the social and religious centre of the whole
city and the place where the most imposing public
buildings existed. The Romans, maintained and used many elements from the
Greek architecture and urban planning.

Rotonda

Rotonda is one of the most ancient and important saved
buildings of the city as well as of the Roman period in
world scale. It is manufactured with bricks, and it
probably constituted department of Galerianos'
buildings.

Kamara

One of the most characteristic monuments of
Thessaloniki is the Arch of Galerios (Kamara), that is
found north the road Egnatia and in small distance from
Rotonda. According to elements of archaeological
excavations, Kamara was connected functionally with
Rotonda and -in some way- with the Roman Palaces that were found in the south.
Ancient Hippodrome

A picture of acme and glamour in Thessaloniki during the
Roman period, give the archaeological discoveries of the
Roman Palaces and the Hippodrome. These discoveries, that
came to light almost two decades ago, compose an imposing
building, which is called Galeriano. Of big importance were
also the archaeological discoveries of the Roman
Hippodrome that were revealed in the Eastern of the
palaces.

Byzantine

Saint Dimitrios

and 33 m. (width).
Saint Sofia

The temple of Saint Dimitrios is found in the centre of
the old town of Thessaloniki. It is built according to the
"Hellenistic" type, but with many special and rare
characteristics in relation with other temples of same
period in Greece. It is a woodroofed building without a
dome, with ground plan dimensions of 43,58 m. (length)

The temple of Saint Sofia in Thessaloniki is found
southern the road Egnatia to the sea, in small distance
from the temple of Aheiropoiytos. This, with the
temples
of
Thessalonica
Saint
Dimitrios
and
Aheiropoiytos
constitute
the
most
important
oldchristian monuments of Greece and of the entire
Orthodoxy. The rythm of the building can be named: "royal with dome". Saint
Sofia was built in honour of Christ, just like Saint Sofia in Konstantinoupolis
(Istanbul), with which they have many characteristics in common.

Monastery of Vlatadon

The Monastery of Vlatadon is found in the northern
department of Ano City in Thessaloniki, southern the
Northern Walls, opposite the Tower of Palaiologous and
in an altitude of about 130 metres from the sea. The
Monastery of Vlatadon is the only from the many
Byzantine monasteries of Thessaloniki that were
rescued till our days, despite the destructions that it suffered.

The temple of Achiropoiytos
The temple of Achiropoiytos is found in the centre of
the old city of Thessaloniki, between the Ancient
Market and Rotondas. It is wood roofed, of royal
"hellenistic" type and constitutes a characteristic
sample of old Christian church architecture. The good
internal lighting is a characteristic trait of the
ecclesiastical buildings of the period between the 4th
and 5th century, during which Christianity dominated in
the empire, as an official religion and ideology.
Metamorphosis of the Savior
The small temple is found south-western Kamaras and
adjacent the road Egnatia, between the temples of
Ypapantis and Panagoudas. It is an important monument of
the city, whose further study can give lots and precious
useful elements, from archaeological as well as historical
point of view. The monument presents a remarkable
particularity. Its architectural form constitutes a transient stage in the
development of Christian church building, particularly in the area of Macedonia.

Neoclassics

Monuments of Ano City

The region of Ano City in Thessalonica that
was rescued from the fire in 1917 is found in
the most northern and tallest department of
the old city. It is almost certain that in the
Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine season it
was not dwelled, at least not systematically. Neighborhoods with residences
were created during the Ottoman domination, so that the region could get
densely populated in the last years of the 19th century, as the climatic
conditions that prevail (microclimate) and the splendid view that the place
offers, were appreciated. The buildings that have been rescued up to today,
obviously reveal the spirit and the character of that period and they prove, with
their building technique, the experience of the Greek technicians that
manufactured them.
The Residency

The Residency of Thessaloniki is found in the
homonymous square, on the road of Saint Dimitrios. This
building was built in 1891 with drawings of the Italian
architect Vitaliano Poselli, in the place of the old
Turkish house. Of course, in the "Konaki", that
constituted the building of Turkish administration, were
murdered in public many fighters of the liberating Fight.
Today this building is basis of the Ministry of Macedonia-Thraki.

Philosophical School

The central building of the Philosophical School in
Thessaloniki, is one of the most characteristic buildings of
the previous century. It was built in 1887 with drawings
and supervision of the Italian architect Vitaliano Poselli
and was used initially as a public preparatory school,
before it came to the property of the Aristotelian University of Thessalonica.
Villa Allatini

Villa Allatini is found in the old region of Exohon in
Thessaloniki. In this building was jailed the Sultan
Avdoul Hamit B', after the revolution of Neoturks in
1909. In the same building, after the release, was
accomodated in 1926 the newly established - then University of Thessaloniki. This building was built in
1896 under the supervision of the Italian architect Vitaliano Poselli.
Papafeio Orphanage
Papafeio Orphanage is one of the most characteristic
neoclassic buildings of Thessaloniki and is found in the
road Papafi, in the eastern sector of the city. It was
founded in 1894 and is work of the architect
Xenofondas Paionidis.

Muslim

The Hamza-Bey mosque
The Hamza-Bey mosque, (current "Alkazar"), is found in the
crossing of roads Egnatia and Venizelou, in the centre of
Thessaloniki. It is estimated that this building was built in
1468.
The Alatza-Imaret mosque
The Alatza-Imaret mosque is found in the road Kassandrou
and was built by Isaak-pasha, in 1500. This building was
distinguished for its colourful minaret, part of which is saved
and today.
The Covered Market ("Bezesteni")
The most characteristic building of the first century of
Ottoman
domination,
is
the
Covered
Market
("Bezesteni"), that is found in the crossing of roads
Egnatia and Venizelou, and it always constituted the
centre of the commercial sector. The two streets
(Egnatia and Venizelou) existed in the same place from the ancient years and a
little above (north-easternly) is the Ancient Market of the city.
The Giahounti hamam

During the Ottoman domination a lot of baths were also
built. The most important of them is the Giahounti
hamam, a Turkish bathroom, that was used until
recently. It is found in the crossing of roads Fragkini
and King Heraklion of Thessaloniki.

Sindrivani

When Sampri pasha demolished in 1869 the coastal Byzantine Walls
of Thessaloniki and little later (1889) Midat pasha all the Eastern,
an ugly impression was created in the population of the city and
particularly in Greeks. In order to erase this impression, the
Turkish administration decided to embellish the place by
manufacturing Sindrivani, which beyond its decorative role it was
also used for the irrigation of animals.

Natural Beauties
Delta Axiou

Axios river, even though it is very near the western part
of the city, it has maintained its fauna and flora
unspotted .The delta of the river constitutes a paradise
for the observers of birds, while in the near village
Kalohori the biggest mussels you have ever seen are
served , fresh with lemon and olive oil.

The flora of the Seih Sou forest
The Seih Sou forest was called Kedrinos Lofos
(Cedar Hill) in the era of the Byzantine Empire.
However, it abounded in pubescent oaks (Quercus
pubescens). Unfortunately, ever since then
uncontrolled grazing and land reclamation have
resulted in the degradation of the region;
extensive parts of this forest are now simply
covered by holly oaks.
The region was reforested for the first time at
the end of the period of the Turkish rule. As early
as 1929, it conformed to a special legal framework
which prohibited grazing and woodcutting. Ever
since, the Seih Sou forest has been protected,
constantly cared for and supervised. More
specifically, in 1973, an area of about 30,000,000
square metres has been proclaimed reforestable.
Thus the Seih Sou artificial forest was born; it
was a vital lung for the town of Thessalonica and
mainly comprised Callabrian pines (Pinus brutia).
Unfortunately, the fire of 1997 burnt down the
two thirds of the forest. Today, the majority of
the Thessalonians still get a lot of pleasure from
strolls and recreational activities in this forest which, however, will need much
time to recover from the last blow.

The Municipality of Eleftherio – Kordelio

History
Our home has its own history...
With Presidential Decree no. 555 of August 13, 1982, the Community of
Eleftherio and the Settlement of Neo Kordelio were united and jointly formed
today’s Municipality of Eleftherio - Kordelio, keeping both names, a fact that is
not found in other areas of our country.
During the First World War, ELEFTHERIA was the
site where this settlement is currently located. It
was a camp of the British and French armies. The
army stayed in these wooden barracks, and after
they came under the jurisdiction of the Welfare
Service, in 1920 refugees from the Black Sea region
coming from Russia settled there temporarily. Later, after the defeat in the
Asia Minor War, refugees from various parts of Asia Minor were also housed
there, because until 1928 this area was used as a center for the housing of
refugees. The remaining refugees, who stayed until 1936, subsequently founded
the Settlement of HARMANKIOI, which in Turkish means “place with threshing
floors”, because this was how the settlement was used during the period of
Turkish rule. In 1924 its name was changed to ELEFTHERIA because
Eleftherios Venizelos passed through there and the Community was then
officially named Community of Eleftherio.
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
Athens,
January
18,
1934
FIRST
VOLUME
Item
Number
23
DECREES
On the recognition of Communities in the Province of Thessaloniki. In the
Province of Thessaloniki, we recognize the following settlements as particular
Communities separate from the Municipality of Thessaloniki.
1) Efkarpia, under the name “Community of Efkarpia”, with its administrative
center in the same settlement.
2) Kordelio, under the name "Community of
Kordelio" with its administrative center in the
same settlement. This recognized Community also
includes the settlements of Old Harmankioi, Neo
Kordelio, and Neos Koukloutzas, which are
detached from the above Municipality.
Neo Kordelio was founded in 1924 by refugees who
were settled by the Refugee Settlement
Commission (RSC) after coming from Asia Minor in
1922-1924 and from other cities in Greece
(internal migrants). However, the majority of the
inhabitants originated from the coastal town of
Kordelio in Asia Minor, near Smyrna, a renowned
suburb 13 kilometers outside Smyrna. It was also
known by the names of Perea and Karsi-yaka, or
“far beyond”, and before the Asia Minor war approximately 15,000 Greeks lived
in the town. Thus, to commemorate the birthplace of its inhabitants, the
settlement was named KORDELIO and keeps this name to this day. Later, during
the years 1927-1928, refugees from Vasiliko in Eastern Thrace were settled in
this neighborhood by the Refugee Settlement Commission. All these refugees
were joined by Sarakatsans who came from neighboring countries.

Today, it is considered the Municipality with the most families of Saraktsans in
all of Greece (6,000 people). Finally, in the 1990’s, a large number of repatriated
Greeks chose the Municipality of Eleftherio – Kordelio as their place of
settlement.
During the 81 years that have passed, the area
was improved significantly and today belongs to
the
developing
Municipalities
of
the
Metropolitan Area of Thessaloniki, and the
inhabitants
of
the
Municipality
are
distinguishing themselves in all fields of social,
cultural, and economic life. The 285 refugees
who originally settled here … today number approximately 32,000 dynamic
people with a shared vision: “for the Municipallity of Eleftherio – Kordelio to
become a modern and model Municipality, while maintaining its human, friendly,
and hospitable face ". Besides, the strength of every place comes from its
people...

The Municipality Today

Statistics
The Municipality of Eleftherio – Kordelio is located at the Western end of the
Metropolitan Area of Thessaloniki. Area: 3,750,000 square meters
Population: Approximately 25,000 according to the census of 2001
Population growth rate from 1991 to 2001: 31
The people
The refugee background of its inhabitants has “endowed” the Municipality of
Eleftherio – Kordelio with liveliness, creativity, and a vision for progress. At
the same time, the high rates of natural population growth, combined with the
low population aging index, provide the Municipality with an intense dynamism.
Today, the Municipality of Eleftherio – Kordelio constitutes a modern and
dynamically developing entity with intense activity in all fields of social,
cultural, and economic life.
The goal
The development strategy of the Municipality is characterized by projects,
actions, and activities oriented towards people and with the goal of improving
the quality of life of its inhabitants, as well as the social and economic
development of the area. In addition, the Municipality of Eleftherio – Kordelio
is characterized by the following:
The inventiveness and innovation that permeate all levels of its activity.
Activity that concerns the following:
* serving the citizen with the use of new technology,
* care for the environment with action for its protection and its improvement
* improvement of infrastructure and the upgrading of residential areas with
the execution of projects
* the development of civic participation with the creation of new institutions
and the application of programs
* care for people, through its action in the fields of social policy, education,
sports, and culture
Success...
The success of the medium and long-term goals of the Municipality of
Eleftherio – Kordelio is guaranteed by its stable financial policy, which is
expressed in the execution of the budget. A balanced budget, with an intense
developmental character, distinguished by rationalism, a proper breakdown
among all fields, but also social sensitivity.

The Environment

Environmental Education Center

A beautiful model public
and bioclimatic building
within the boundaries of
the Municipality of
Eleftherio–Kordelio,
Province of Thessaloniki.
It was designed and built in
1998 exclusively in order to serve and promote the content mandated by the
institution of Environmental Education in our country at all levels of education.
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
OF ELEFTHERIO – KORDELIO, PROVINCE OF THESSALONIKI
A. PAPANDREOU 2 & KATSANDONI –
P.C. 56334, TEL. 2310 707150, FΑΧ 2310 757130
PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED AT THE E.E.C.

Program Title

My city on the shores of the
Thermaic Gulf
A beautiful and clean
Eleftherio – Kordelio: a
responsibility for all of us
My own city. The map of the
institutions
Renewable friendly forms of
energy
Sustainable water
management in the city
Medicinal springs - Spas –
Health tourism and the
environment
Industry, the Environment,
and Sustainable Development
Environment and Advertising
From the cities of the world
to our city and neighborhood
Water yesterday and today.
Tomorrow?
Not enough water...
In the city’s neighborhoods
Free topic

Elementary
Kindergarten
School

Middle
School

High
School

Technical and
Vocational
Institute

